
Blues women often gained, their music remained relatable to other working class Black women. Titles such as 

Blues Legacies and Black Feminism paint an image of this time in history, while novels such as The Bluest Eye 

and The Color Purple allow readers to · travel" to this time period through the subjecthood of their 

working-class protagonists. 

Towards the mid-twentieth century, most Black women [and people] in the United States held interest in the 

Civil Rights Movement. Some Black women entertainers, such as Billie Holiday, Mariam Makeba and Nina 

Simone, played an important role in disseminating political messages to mass audiences through song and 

performance, whi le working class Black women held foundational roles as local community organizers and 

activists. An important aspect of this period is that a lot of intra-communal social scrutiny was placed on 

Black women due to respectabi lity politics More than ever, with the entire nation paying attention to Civil 

Rights, Black women were expected to embody perfect moral piety, so as to "disprove" existing stereotypes. 

But, not all Black women would agree to this social code, and many-faced social consequences for it. Titles 

such as In Search of Billie Holiday, How It Feels to Be Free, Unbought and Unbossed, and Black Women & 

Politics in NYC paint a vivid historical image of this pol itical moment. 

It was this pol itical climate which bred the careers of politicians such as Shirley Chisholm, who became the 

first Black woman elected to Congress in 1968. The lasting impact of Shirley Chisholm inspired the curation of 

literary and other works which also do the important work of providing representation-particularly, 

representation of Black women's experiences in the United States. 

Representations of Black Women in 20th Century United States and Beyond is curated by Monben Mayon, 

2022 awardee of the Gottesman Libraries' commissioned artwork, Peacing Shirley, an installation which 

pieces together different aspects of congresswoman Shirley Chisholm's multifaceted and wide-reaching 

legacy. The book display is designed by Trisha Barton, Gottesman's Lead Designer. 
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"Grass wouldn't g row where they lived. Flower died. Shades fell down. Tin 

cans. and t ires blossomed where t hey lived. They lived on oold black-eyed 

peas and orange POP. Like fl .e>s they hovered; l ike flies they settled. And this 

one had settled in her hoose ... 'Get out: she said.-
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Celie is a poor Black g irl in southern Oe0<gia who is forced to marry young. 

While enduring a turbulent marriage. she meets other women like Harpo and 

suge Avery wflo inspire her to break her silence and to create an ident ity for 

hefSelf. Alice walker's debut novel The Color Purple illuminates. the themes 

o f sistelflood. artistic freedom. and ei.tck women's PefSooal 

autonomy- which wook:I eventualty become the pillars for the Womanist 

movement she would stari onty a few years. tater. 
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sassafrass. cypress. and lndjgo is the story of three sisters. from Charleston. south carolina. written by 

Ntozake Shange. the novel is stippled with narratives. recipes, songs. and instructions for spiritual practice. 

Shange's. wor1c serves as both a novel and as a work of cultural anthrooology, providing a record of the 

foodways. music practices. and religious beliefs. of Black Carolinians during the late twentieth century. 



...... L,.,g,NI .. •nd lll•ok S:.mlnl...,: 
G•rlrud• "Mr' Ral.-.y, s.aa. Smtth, ■l'ld ISIIII• Holiday 

Ang ela Davis- Blues Legacies a nd Black Feminism traces the lasting impact that the early Blueswomen have 

on America n music a nd on broader American culture. Black women were the fi rst to record Blues music; 

a nd these Blueswomen. such as Mamie Smith and Ma Rainey. laid the blueprint for the sound to American 

music in the twentieth centwy and beyond. The presence o f Blueswomen and blues music is seen 

throughout Blade American prose and poetry in the twent ieth ceotwy. 
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1n an intimate and emoathel:ic investigation. Farrah Jasmine Criffin uncovers the many prevail ing myths 

about the life of Jazz vinuoso Billie HolMiay's and paints a picture of Holiday's complex identity as a Blade 

American woman. music.al genius.. and political activist. 
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In a aeriae of laugtH>ut:-loud funny, heartbreaking. and eye~ning aeaaya. 
the crunk Feminist COiiective reflect on their experiences coming of age in 

the united statea during ttle 19808 and 19808 as a part of ttle Hip Hop 

Baneration. 
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